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Title 
Reduction of fishing pressure and development of Good Environmental Status delineation, supported 

by no go areas to determine benthic species recovery and potentially natural communities. 

Submitted by: 
ACTION Project and associated HELCOM ACTION WP2.2 workshop 

 

Description of measure 
Instead of displacing the fishing pressure, an overall reduction of fishing pressure (e.g., by reducing the 

contact of the fishing gears with the seafloor) would likely enable areas impacted by fishing activities to 

develop more stable and natural (undisturbed) habitat characteristics. While it does not appear to bring 

any immediate benefit from diminishing the fishing effort on already trawled areas (based on modelled 

predictions from the DISPLACE), the model does suggest that providing areas where the fishing impact is 

reduced could be most relevant in areas impacted by intermediate level of fishing pressure. Such an 

approach could maintain a balanced level of fisheries activities in the highly productive zones without 

risking the displacement of higher activity to areas already less strongly impacted by bottom contacting 

trawling. Therefore, an overall reduction of fishing pressure associated no-go areas to maintain a 

network of untrawled areas, particularly associated with an appropriate network of well-connected 

habitat types, may also enable a stable and ‘natural’ benthic community to develop, thereby providing 

some guidance in setting threshold values for good status. 

 

Activity:  
Fish and shellfish harvesting (bottom-touching towed gears, professional, recreational)  

 

Pressure: 
Physical loss (due to permanent change of seabed substrate or morphology and to extraction of seabed 

substrate) 

Physical disturbance to seabed (temporary or reversible and recovers within 12 y) 

State: 
Seabed habitats 

Extent of impact: 
Local in most direct sense but with broader regional importance (e.g. refugia and reference areas) also 

and dependent on scale of regulation. 

 

Effectiveness of measure 
 

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 
 

Feasibility: 
 

Follow-up of measure: 



 

The overall impacts could be encapsulated with existing (under development) assessments, though 

focussed assessment on reference areas would likely be valuable. 

 

Background material: 
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